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Zichner and Malins on Croup. 

mation of the physicians of Germany, previously to the epidemic having made 
its appearance in that country'. It of course has much less interest than those 
accounts of the disease that have been drawn up from actual observation. Such 
a one the second of these works purports to be. Professor Berres states, that 
what he has advanced in relation to the symptoms, pathology, and treatment of 
cholera, is the result of observations made upon between twelve and thirteen 
hundred patients. The nature of the pathology advanced by this gentleman 
will be understood by the following extract:— 

‘‘By the action upon the human system, of the poison producing cholera, the 
vital power of the ganglionic nervous system, particularly that of the abdominal 
viscera, is more or less impaired, even sometimes completely destroyed; while, 
most commonly at the same time, the oxygen in the blood is absorbed. Hence 
cholera consists in a decreased activity of the ganglionic nervous system, and a 
defective arterialization. (super-venositv,) °f the blood.” 

Both the writers before us, agree as to the propriety and efficacy of bleed¬ 
ing, both general and topical, practised at the first onset of an attack of the dis¬ 
ease. There are indeed few points connected with the treatment of any malig¬ 
nant disease, upon which there is so general a concurrence of opinion as we 
find to exist upon the necessity of blood-letting in cholera. The great majority of 
the publications in relation to the disease which have fallen into our hands, and 
they arc sufficiently numerous, however opposite the views advanced in 
them on other points connected with the epidemic, all agree as to the im¬ 
portance of the lancet in the first period of the attack; and more especially is 
this the case among such of the writers as have had the most ample opportuni¬ 
ties for studying the disease. Our own experience, also, confirms the importance 
of the remedy. We might venture even to assert that few cases of cholera 
would prove fatal were venesection boldly resorted to soon after an attack. 

D. F. C. 


XVI. De Angina Membranacta. Desserlatio Inaugurate Medico, quam consensu el 
auctoritalc graiiosi medieorutn ordinis in Universitale Litcraria Berolinensi ut 
Summi in Medicina et Chirurgia honores rite sibi conccdantur , etc. publiee 
defend'd auetor Godofredcs Zicuxeh, Salza-Parthenopolitanus. 8vo. pp. 27. 
Berolini, MDCCCXXV. 

Disputatio Mcdica Inaugurate de Cynanche Tracheali; etc. pro gradu docioris 
Summisque in Medicina honoribus acprivilegiis, rite et legitime consequendis,- 
Eruditorum examini subjicit Samuel Malins, Anglus , etc. etc. 8vo. pp. 44. 
Edinburgh MDCCCXXX. 

On Angina Membranacea , an Inaugural dissertation for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine. By Godfrey Zicuxeh, Defended before the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Berlin. 

On Cynanche Trachcalis, an Inaugural dissertation for the degree of Doctor in 
Medicine. By Samuel Malixs, Defended before the Medical Faculty of the 
University of Edinburgh. 

We regret that the regulation of our University, which in former years re¬ 
quired the graduates in medicine to publish their inaugural dissertations, has 
been dispensed with. The regulation we are well convinced was a good one. 
That commendable ambition which every young physician ought to feel to be 
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the Latin language, would be more profitably occupied were it devoted to the 
study of our native tongue. 

We have presented at the commencement of this article the titles of two 
inaugural dissertations on the subject of croup. The first by a graduate of the 
University of Berlin; the second by a graduate of the Medical School at Edin¬ 
burgh. Neither of them can lay much claim to elegance of style or pure Latinity. 
Both, however, present very excellent and correct histories of the disease of 
which they treat, and rational views of its pathology and treatment. The dis¬ 
sertation of Dr. Malins, in which every point connected with the disease is more 
minutely considered than in that of Dr. Zichner, deserves, also, the preference, 
in consequence of the clearness of the author’s pathological views, and the bold 
and judicious treatment he lays down. Both authors insist upon the importance 
of bleeding and emetics in the first stage of the disease; but only Dr. Malins 
adduces the evidence in favour of large doses of calomel in its treatment. Dr. 
Zichner merely remarks of calomel as follows:— 

“ After bleeding, this remedy is the one best adapted to remove the remain¬ 
ing inflammatory irritation, and to prevent the exudation of coagulable lymph 
in the trachea.” 

Dr. Malins very properly considers all attempts to remove the false membrane 
formed within the trachea in cases of croup, by an operation, to be utterly fruit¬ 
less, and for the following reasons:— 

“ 1st The false membrane formed within the trachea is not always in one 
piece, but is dispersed over the mucous membrane in distinct patches, wliich it 
is impossible to remove, unless numerous openings into the tube be made, or 
its whole cavity be laid open. 

“ 2d. The false membrane very often extends into the ramifications of the 
bronchix, which are filled with a viscid fluid very similar to pus. 

“3d. Post mortem examinations prove that the false membrane very rarely 
closes completely the tube; hence death does not take place merely from the 
mechanical impediment which this membrane offers to respiration. 

“4th. Even were we able to lay open the trachea and remove the false 
membrane, recover)' is not certainly to be expected in consequence; since in 
some patients the whole of the membrane is rejected by the efforts of nature, 
and death nevertheless takes place.” D. F. C. 

XVII. Alienation Mcntale.—Des Illusions chez Its Ali6n(s.—Question Medico-Le- 

gale sur VIsolement des Alienee. Par M. Es<iuirol. Paris, 1832. pp. 83. 8vo. 
Menial Alienation.-—On the Illusions of the Insane. — Medico-legal Inquiry on the 

Solitary Confinement of the Insane , tic. 

These two memoirs of M. Esquirol were read before the Institute of France 
in October of last year, and were afterwards presented to the world in a pam¬ 
phlet form. Although interesting, they do not contain any tiling that will add 
to the fame their author has already attained. As, however, every thing that 
emanates from M. Esquirol on the subject of insanity bears the stamp of actual 
observation, we shall give the conclusions he has arrived at on these points. 
He thinks that it may be assumed as certain— 

1st. That illusions are produced both by external and internal sensations. 

2d. That they are the result of the action of the sentient extremities of the 
nerves, and of the reaction of the nervous centre. 

3d. That illusions are also as often induced by an excitement of the internal 
senses, as by those of the external senses. 



